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	Green Globe Watch!
As of April 2005 there are 53 Certified Properties in the region and 9 who are Benchmarked and on their way to Certification
CAST Promotes the GG21 Certified “Supplier-Registered” Properties at Caribbean Marketplace (Jan 15-17)!!!
All GG21 Certified properties registered as “Suppliers” at Caribbean Marketplace held recently at the new Puerto Rico Convention Center in San Juan, January 15th – 17th 2006 were recognized for their sustainability achievements. Specially designed displays were posted at the booths of these delegates. Tour operators were provided details of their achievements including information on the distinguishing GG21 tick and its significance in achieving sustainability. 

CAST also held a panel discussion for the international press that discussed the benefits of Certification. The panel was moderated by CAST Director, Deirdre Shurland,  and featured Ms. Loreto Duffy-Mayers, Director of Environmental Programs at Almond Resorts in Barbados and Mr. Ewald Biemans, Owner of the Bucuti Beach Resort in Aruba.

Contribute to the Globe Trotter! Now Receiving Submissions for 2006!

CAST is soliciting article submissions for 2006. Articles should be 500-700 words and should consist only of information relevant to the Green Globe program. Photos are encouraged. For more information about article requirements contact us at:cast@cha-cast.com.
If You Are Not “In” You Can’t Win!

The American Express Caribbean Environmental Awards (formerly CHA/AMEX Green Hotel of the Year Awards) Now Available On-line!
Strive for recognition for your efforts! Apply for the 2006 American Express Caribbean Environmental Awards in the small (<75 rooms) or large (>75 rooms) hotel categories. Applications can be downloaded HERE from the CAST website. Deadline for submission is MARCH 24th! 
**Please note that only CHA Member hotels are eligible to apply. 
Green Globe Certified consultants (recommended by CAST):

Mechelle Best (Barbados) 
Jeannelle Blanchard (Barbados)
Racquel Brown-Thompson (Jamaica)
Hugh Cresser (Jamaica)
Jennifer Dohrmann-Alpert (Puerto Rico)
Marie-José Edwards (Dominica)
Danielle Lorde (Barbados)
William Meade (U.S.)
Thomas Meller (México)
Deirdre Shurland (Puerto Rico)
 

  

Green Globe 21 Accredited Regional Auditors and Consultants:

 

Melanie Inniss (Barbados)
Wendy Walker-Drakes (Barbados)
Hans Moller (SGS-Dominican Republic)
Gregory Eugene Adolfson (West Virginia State, U.S.)
Candice Shrewsbury (Sea Grant Consortium Extension at Coastal Carolina University) 

Bert Brown (SGS) 

  

    

Green Globe 21 Accredited Regional Auditing Institutions:

  

SGS  - (contact Bert Brown: bert_brown@SgS.com) 

AJA Registrars USA 

Trinidad & Tobago Bureau of Standards 
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	A Note From the Editor (Jennifer Dohrmann-Alpert)…
Happy New Year to All! In this first issue of 2006 we bring you a slightly longer version of the Globe Trotter. After our 2005 discussion of the Green Globe 21 Company and International Ecotourism Standards, this first issue of the Globe Trotter for 2006 focuses on the lesser known Green Globe 21Design and Construct Standard. In subsequent issues, look for information on the Green Globe 21 Community Standard. This issue of the Globe Trotter also focuses on taking steps this New Year to move beyond what has become routine and to challenge yourself to rethink and reinvent the “three R’s” management approach – reduce, recycle and reuse. Finally, we recount our efforts to promote all the Green Globe 21 Certified properties that attended the recently-concluded Caribbean Marketplace 2006 in San Juan, Puerto Rico, as well as an update on the Sustainable Tourism Certification Network of the Americas. Please note that after a successful year of Globe Trotter publication in 2005, we feel that it is appropriate to expand the reach and readership of the newsletter beyond Green Globe participants. This, in an effort to educate the region about the success stories of the Green Globe program and to increase overall awareness about GG21 Certification. 

For questions, articles or suggestions e-mail cast@cha-cast.com (submissions must be made by the 20th of each month).
Getting to know the GG21 Design & Construct Standard…
(This article was submitted by Cathy Parsons on behalf of Green Globe Asia Pacific)
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The Green Globe Design and Construct (D&C) Standard, launched in March 2004 is a global environmental standard for the sustainable design and construction of travel and tourism developments. It sets out the environmental criteria against which infrastructure developments are Benchmarked and Certified to use the Green Globe logo. The Green Globe D&C Standard has the following central requirements:

· Commitment to a sustainable ethic for the design and construction of tourism infrastructure and commitment to improvement in relevant Key Performance Areas. Sustainable design and management systems are of particular importance here.

· Compliance with relevant environmental legislation and regulation

· Multi-lateral communication with key stakeholders including staff, customers and key suppliers

The Green Globe D & C Standard uses both a prescriptive approach to the establishment of a sustainable vision and early design processes as well as a performance-based approach to assess, benchmark and reward positive environmental performance (actual or potential). This includes, for example, the measurable or predicted reduction in the generation of greenhouse gases by taking appropriate design decisions. The outcome is an overall enhancement of the developer’s design intent and the environmental, social and economic performance of the design and construction process.
The Standard comprises 6 sections:

1. Sustainable Design and Construction Policy; 
2. Regulatory Framework; 
3. Sustainable Assessment; 
4. Sustainable Design Management System; 
5. Sustainable Construction Process Management; 
6. Community and Stakeholder Consultation and Performance Reporting.

Since its launch in 2004, developers and project managers in Indonesia, Australia, China and Fiji have signed up to have assessments provided against the Design and Construct Standard. The first property to have been successfully Benchmarked against the D&C Indicators is the Sundancer Spa and Beach Resort in Lombok, Indonesia. This luxury 5 star resort was designed with a focus on energy and water efficiency. Overall energy efficiency and conservation design measures are predicted to reduce gross energy consumption by 30%. This will reduce the carbon dioxide emissions by around 4.3 tons per guest night per annum. With an estimated 40,000 guest nights, this will lead to a significant reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. It is predicted that eco-efficiency measures, which were integrated into the design process will lead to operational cost savings of more than US$400,000 per year. For more details, view the case study on http://www.greenglobe21.com/Casestudies.aspx?page=bench.
The D&C Standard is available to be used in the Caribbean however it will require suitably qualified engineers or architects to be trained to conduct on site assessments for more complex developments. This Standard is now one of a suite of 4 Green Globe 21 Standards for adoption throughout the world. To view the Design and Construct Standard please visit the Publications section of the Green Globe website: http://www.greenglobe21.com/Publications.aspx If you are interested in being trained on the D&C Standard contact CAST at cast@cha-cast.com.  

Expanding the List… R’s –“Reduce, Reuse & Recycle” To New Heights….
In 2006 we should all be prepared to move beyond the routine to establish improved efficiency and conservation gains. This applies to everything, even the 3 R’s. Let’s expand our focus from the traditional “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” (though they are good practices to live by and operate within), to a new set of R’s; Reclaim, Renovate, and Retrofit. As with any new practice or procedure, the effective utilization of these R’s should be structured into your businesses Environmental Management System to ensure that targets are set and met.
The Merriam-Webster’s dictionary provides the following definitions: 

· Reclaim: to rescue from an undesirable state; also to obtain from a waste product or by-product.

· Renovate: to restore to a former better state. 

· Retrofit: to furnish with new or modified parts. 

Retrofitting or renovating your property offers a good opportunity to improve on efficiency gains, if effectively integrated into an existing management system. As the price of raw materials rises, the use of alternative products from reclaimed or recycled materials is becoming increasingly popular in the design and construction industry. By choosing reprocessed building supplies manufactured from reclaimed products, you can potentially reduce the amount of waste that goes into the landfill and at the same time achieve improved environmental performance in your operations. We list below some of the best examples of innovative building products made from recycled materials: 
· The “Traffic Tile” produced by the Stoneware Tile Company in Richmond, Ind and used by Maho Bay Camps in St. John, USVI is comprised of more than 70-percent recycled glass. Because of Stoneware Tile's glass-bonding technique, it is reported that the Traffic Tile can better withstand harsh weather elements. Another product used in the entry area floors and porches at Maho are Softpave tiles which are made from recycled tire rubber and are water permeable with exceptional traction. 

· Trex decking and railing products, used by Saba Eco-lodge on the island of Saba,  are made primarily with recycled plastic grocery bags, reclaimed pallet wrap and waste wood. The resulting product is more resistant to damage and decay caused by moisture, solvents, insects, and UV rays; and it will not splinter or crack. Trex is used to replace wood and other materials in building decks, guardrails, sign posts, industrial flooring, and exterior building trim. 

· Maho Bay Camps also uses Maze Nails, manufactured by W.H. Maze Company in Peru, Ill., which are made from remolded steel. The advantages of this process are two-fold: less steel is thrown into landfills, and less mining is necessary to satisfy demands for steel. In addition, the scrap is sent back to the steel mills for re-melting. The cardboard boxes that package the nails are also made from recycled paper products. 
Some retrofit plans developed by properties set priorities for investing in environmental technologies. If this is the case, make sure that you are taking a systematic approach based on information and analysis. If, for example your goal is to change over to energy saving light bulbs, it may not make sense to change out the all light bulbs on your property on an ad hoc basis. Instead, review carefully, your electricity bills for the amount of energy consumed in each metered block of the property. Wherever there are excessively high consumptions, in comparison to other areas on the property, investigate and develop a plan to reduce energy consumption e.g. switching off lights in naturally lit areas, or changing to energy-saving light bulbs. This way you will first correct the behaviors that are costing you money. Retrofits at the Fairmont Delta Toronto Airport West and the Delta Toronto East resulted in annual savings of $200,000. Many of these savings stemmed from carefully planned improvements in the lighting fixtures of the guest rooms, parking garages and boiler rooms. In each of the retrofit projects, Fairmont entered into performance contracts with the technology suppliers. Energy performance contractors were paid from savings that were generated from reduced energy consumption. This is a creative way to budget and plan for these cost-saving initiatives. (source: http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca)
This is in no way an exhaustive discussion of these issues, but serves as a starting point from which to begin looking at the 3 R’s in a new light. If you have particular experience in green building or a particular success story, please send your comments or articles to cast@cha-cast.com. As always, we look forward 
Searching Made Simple for the Network of the Americas…



In past issues of the Globe Trotter we have mentioned various projects of the Sustainable Tourism Certification Network of the Americas that was launched on September 30th, 2003, at the Regional Conference of the Americas on Sustainability Certification of Tourism Activities in Bahía, Brazil. CAST actively participated in the launch of this network and is currently the Network’s Caribbean liaison for all certification news and issues pertaining to the Caribbean region. There is a newsletter published by the network that details information about activities undertaken by Network member organizations and steps taken toward tourism certification in the Americas. If you have information to contribute to this newsletter please contact cast@cha-cast.com. 
Recently, The Rainforest Alliance has made progress in facilitating access to information about the Sustainable Tourism Certification Network of the Americas (STCNA), including registering two new easy-to-remember domain names, www.certificationtouristica.org  for Spanish speaking users and www.certificationnetwork.org for English users, to help facilitate direct access to STCNA resources housed on the Rainforest Alliance Web site. The STCNA portion of the Web site has also been redesigned so that visitors will be able to quickly find information and tools related to certification. The Rainforest Alliance has also acquired www.buenaspracticasturisticas.org and www.tourismbestpractices.org, both linking to the Directory of Best Practices, Certification and Codes of Conduct. (source: Rainforest Alliance Certified Tourism Matters #9)
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