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	Don’t forget to renew your Green Globe 21 Certification!!!
Many properties have already renewed their GG21 Certification this year and CAST would like to commend you for your commitment and steadfast dedication to sustainable tourism in the region. CAST urges those properties that have not renewed to recommit themselves to the improvement of the region by recertifying. The Caribbean has always been the global leader in the number of Green Globe Certified properties….let’s keep it that way!!! For more information on Green Globe please visit www.greenglobe.org 
Share Your Experiences! Call for Articles for 2006!

CAST is requesting articles for its 2006 newsletters. Articles should be 500-700 words and should consist only of information relevant to sustainable tourism and the Green Globe 21 program. Photos are encouraged. For more information contact cast@cha-cast.com.
Support CAST This New Year!

We thank you for your support throughout 2005! Your contributions in cash or in-kind have greatly assisted us in our regional programs e.g. sponsoring environmental scholarships through the Caribbean Hotel Foundation and hosting three paid internships.  In 2006, we hope to continue these activities and to support worthy regional tourism projects. To contribute click HERE
Green Globe Certified consultants (recommended by CAST):

Barbados:

Mechelle Best 
Danielle Lorde
Dominica: 

Marie-José Edwards
Jamaica:

Racquel Brown-Thompson
Hugh Cresser 

Mexico: 

Thomas Meller 

U.S./ Puerto Rico:

Jeannelle Blanchard
Jennifer Dohrmann-Alpert
William Meade 
Deirdre Shurland 
Green Globe 21 Accredited Regional Auditing Institutions:
 

Melanie Inniss (Barbados)
Wendy Walker-Drakes (Barbados)
Hans Moller (SGS-Dominican Republic)
Gregory Eugene Adolfson (West Virginia State, U.S.)
Candice Shrewsbury (Sea Grant Consortium Extension at Coastal Carolina University)

Bert Brown (SGS)
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 If you wish to unsubscribe from the Globe Trotter Newsletter, please send an e-mail to cast@cha-cast.com with “Unsubscribe Globe Trotter” in the subject line. Please note that any contributions made to the Globe Trotter are subject to editing for content prior to publication.
	A Note From the Editor (Jennifer Dohrmann-Alpert)…

This, the last issue of 2005, is focused on the achievements of 2005 as well as the changes and new opportunities anticipated for the New Year.  You are the industry leaders, the ones who are “walking the talk” and we urge you to continue your efforts of protecting and conserving the region’s key natural resources on which we all depend. Additionally the New Year, we would like you to share your experiences and best practices with us so that we may motivate others to follow in your footsteps as we walk together trying to achieve a quality and sustainable tourism experience.  For questions or concerns write to cast@cha-cast.com (submissions must be made by the 20th of each month). Happy Holidays and a wonderful New Year to all!
Simplified Benchmarking Procedures for 2006…

(Source: Green Globe Newsletter No. 33)
In response to feedback from customers, Green Globe Benchmarking procedures have now been simplified. The new procedures will come in to effect from 15 February 2006. From this date, all participants will be required to use the new Benchmarking program. After this time the current Benchmarking CDs, Online Software, Manual Recording Forms and Sector Benchmarking Indicators should no longer be used to collect and submit benchmarking measures.

The new Benchmarking procedures have been developed to reduce the time taken to collect Benchmarking data. They will also facilitate Benchmarking assessments by providing Benchmarking Assessors with a more comprehensive overview of Participants' environmental performance in the Key Performance Areas. 

Features of the new Benchmarking System include: 

· Alternative checklist for Participants who are unable to or have difficulties measuring their Potable Water consumption and Solid Waste Production. 

· Supplementary checklist to the existing Social Commitment Indicator. 

· Substitute checklist for Resource Conservation and Cleaning Chemicals Indicators. 

· Additional checklist for Pesticide Products. 

· Easy to follow step by step guidance on how to complete Benchmarking application. 
Instant feedback on Benchmarking results. 

· Updated Sector Benchmarking Indicators containing detailed information about new Benchmarking requirements. 

Green Globe appreciates the effort many Participants have gone to, to collect Benchmarking measurements in accordance with the current requirements. This data can still be used, as it will provide much of the information required to answer the checklist questions quickly and accurately.  Click here to view a sample of the new Benchmarking software. This site provides details of the information that will be required under the new system. 

More information about the new Benchmarking requirements will be provided in early 2006. For immediate questions or concerns please write to customer.services@greenglobe21.com  
From 2005 to….2006!

The year 2005 brought lots of hard work which resulted in many achievements here at CAST. Our success was in part made possible through the contributions to our regional programs by readers like you. We are confident that in 2006, through your support and partnership, we will continue to serve you and others throughout the Caribbean in meeting your sustainable tourism objectives. 
Some of the exciting initiatives that will be implemented in the New Year include: 

· Distributing the remaining stock of CAST publications free of charge to all CHA members attending Caribbean Marketplace 2006 in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

· A second staging of the Green Globe International Ecotourism Standard (IES) proficiency-training course and other GG21 training courses are being planned with kind assistance from the Puerto Rico Tourism Company (PRTC).

· The 2nd biennial Green Globe 21 global conference in November combined with the regional Green Tourism Conference – focusing on the tourism private sector’s achievements, leadership and performance.
· CAST will be widening the audience of the Globe Trotter in 2006 to extend beyond its current readership of individual subscribers and Certified and Benchmarked properties. If you know anyone who would like to subscribe to the Globe Trotter Newsletter, please have them send an e-mail to cast@cha-cast.com with “Subscribe Globe Trotter” in the subject line. 
· A user-friendly framework for Corporate Sustainability Reporting (CSR) created by CAST with help from summer intern Bruce Armstrong will be made available in 2006.

2005 CAST & GG21 Statistics… 

CAST Website and GG21 Pages:
· Visitors to the CAST website (www.cha-cast.com) are located all across the globe with the majority of visitors coming from (in order of numbers):  USA, United Kingdom, Mexico, the Netherlands, Canada, and Trinidad and Tobago.

· In a Google search using “Caribbean Sustainable Tourism” as the search string, the CAST website ranks in 1st place and for 'Sustainable Tourism', it ranks in 7th place out of 28,000,000 websites!

· The CAST Green Globe Page (www.cha-cast.com/GreenGlobeProperties.htm), where certified companies advertise their properties, is the third most visited page on the site.

· An analysis of the 2005 Green Globe website statistics (www.greenglobe21.com) also shows that the monthly number of visitors to this site has increased by 50% since January 2005, bringing the total number of unique visitors to 8,700 in November 2005. 

By advertising on these sites, your property and its unique amenities and services are being associated with the message of sustainable tourism! Take advantage of these affordable advertising opportunities in 2006! Write to cast@cha-cast.com to find out how.

Training Courses:
· Hurricane Workshops: completed in 5 destinations with over 300 persons trained. CAST will begin the process of revising the existing CHA Hurricane Procedures manual in 2006. This is currently used as a key workshop resource.

· Green Globe 21 International Eco-Tourism Proficiency Course: First ever to be held in the Caribbean. The course was oversubscribed with 45 attendees from 9 different countries. 

We take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you the very best wishes for the holiday season and for 2006!
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